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Insights Gained from APA Quiz 2 and Resources for Improving
APA quiz 2 was very important in reminding me that giving attention to every detail of a citation style is important in ensuring the successful use of the style. In particular, the quiz tested the attention given to every detail in putting citations and doing paraphrasing, among other things, all geared towards avoiding plagiarism. Through taking the quiz, I learned that the APA style requires absolute attention to every little tenet that makes up the APA style. These include putting appropriate citations to every sentence paraphrased and quoted from s source. Furthermore, I learned that paraphrasing has to be done in a way that the meaning remains the same, but the sentence structure and the word arrangement changes completely (Neville, 2010). If this is not adhered to, then plagiarism is bound to occur, even when an appropriate citation is used.
APA quiz 2 also made me learn ways of avoiding plagiarism. In order to avoid plagiarism, the author or authors of the sources from which information is paraphrased or quoted must be acknowledged. This can be done through appropriate citations. Citations in APA entail putting the name of the author and the year o publication and if it is a quote, a page number indicating the exact place in the publication where the information was gotten (Daniel & Onwuegbuzie, 2007). Giving credit to the authors does not only ensure the writer is giving appropriate credit to the authors of the source but also enhances the credibility and quality of the paper being written. It also helps to avoid accidental plagiarism in a piece of writing (Hughes et al., 2010).
To improve my skills in citing and avoiding plagiarism, I will engage in frequent practice of paraphrasing to enhance my paraphrasing skills. This is because a greater percentage of accidentally plagiarized work emanates from ineffective paraphrasing (Neville, 2010). Therefore, I believe that by practicing on how to paraphrase correctly, I will sharpen my skills in avoiding plagiarism. I will do this by looking at how authors give credit to writers of the materials they use in journal articles. I will have to check the details of the citations in such articles and doing this will help me know how citations are done for quotes, paraphrases and inferences from sources. I will also use the OWL Purdue online writing lab, which contains instructions and guidelines of the APA writing style, both the 6th and the 7th editions. The writing lab also contains sample papers with full guidelines on how different types of sources are supposed to be cited intext, and how they are supposed to be written on the reference page. I will use these resources because it contains full guidelines and samples which can help me check my progress on the mastery of the APA style and other writing styles too.
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